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It was a solemn moment.
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brush | ;
~ but then I was holding a brush too—
_ We were standing together watching the canvas ’i-
out of the corners of which
a turbulent darkness surged; in the center '
was ostensibly a portrait of a dog. . 1
The dog had a kind of forced quality;
I could see that now. I have 1
. never been much good with living things.
Brightness and darkness I do rather well with. J

1 was very young. Many things had happened ' 
 but nothing had happened
~ repeatedly, which makes a difference.
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My teacher, who had spoken not a word, began to turn now F

ry as I felt for myself at that moment,
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[ had mistaken my failures for triumphs.

near where the wood had been.

 had tried and I had failed.

[ felt I had no future at all.
The phrase smoke and mirrors entered my head.

You were right, he said, the way

his skin was full of wri
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