WINTER RECIPES FROM THE CoLyp -

Each year when winter came, the old men entered
the woods to gather the moss that grew
on the north side of certain junipers.

It was slow work, taking many days, though these




e sandwiches in the open market as the snow fell, wrapped

")

. wax paper— The book contains

- only recipes for winter, when life is hard. In spring,

anyone can make a fine meal.
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Of the moss, the prettiest was saved

for bonsai, for which
a small room had been designated,
though few of us had the gift,

and even then a long apprenticeship

was necessary, the rules being complicated.
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The trees were mini

but there is no such thing a

- Shadows passing over the snow,

As I said, the work was hard—

not simply caring for the little trees

feeding ourselves, cleaning the public rooms—

But the trees were everything. .

A

And how sad we were when one died,

and they do die, despite having been
removed from nature; all things die eventually.
I minded most with the ones that lost their leaves,

which would pile up on the moss and stones—
ature, as I have said,

s death in miniature

steps approaching and 018 away:

- <he stones;
The dead leaves lay ont &

there was no wind 0 lift t

. L b

gl , 1 e o

- " ]-f'l



It was as dark as it would ever be




