( had left my passport at an inn we stayed at for a night or so

hose name I couldn’t remember. This is how it began.

The next hotel would not receive me,

. beautiful hotel, in an orange grove, with a view of the sea.

How casually you accepted

the room that would have been ours,

and, later, how merrily you stood on the balcony,
pelting me with foil-wrapped chocolates. The next day

you resumed the journey we would have taken together.

The concierge procured an old blanket for me.
By day, I sat outside the kitchen. By night, I spread my blanket

among the orange trees. Every day the same, except for the weather.

After a time, the staff took pity on me.
The bUSboy would bring me food from the evening meal,
the odd potato or bit of lamb. Sometimes a postcard arrived.

On the front, glossy landmarks and works of art.

O e
1C€, a mountain covered in snow. After a month or SO,

the :
'€ was a postscript: X sends regards.



The concierge, I realized, had been standing beside m

Do not be sad, he said. You have begun your own jou;e

not into the world, like your friend’s, but into yourself anc); '
As they fall away, perhaps you will attain Lo el
that enviable emptiness into which

all things flow, like the empty cup in the Daodejing—

Everything 1S change, he said, and everything is connected.

Also everything returns, but what returns is not

what went away—

e -'l'_'_-"'_"!'-'-f-l-ﬂ",r-._;-_?
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ere talking to me OF about me thoug

YOU

What wa _
fough 1 often called it The Denial of De

s it called? A travel diary, I think

o

sndyou had an odd name for me, I remember.
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