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7Zones of Immanence b

Pl‘d—”mc A whole(Platonic,(neo-Platoni andradition is behind

Veo -Plévome the idea of the universe as a “great chain of being,” as we have often

!
\fy

materC

56’”

3

MeA&le/\/ al been told. It is a universe suspendedfrom the‘OEas transcendent

principle, unfolding in a series of emanations an

NP
9 versions. Entities have more or less being, more or less reahty,

c/\«MV\O;

according to their distance from, or proximity to the transcendent

eng

Gr anscendance Verses thls cosmos. Zones of immanence seemingly proliferate at the

rmc1 le. At the same time, however, a whole other i msplratlon tra-

4\05 C)/l&“f\'utlyé VI/SUF ‘Fqce, e

various stages or levels, even establishing connections between

2ones oF

- ~ levels. In these zone€ Being 15 univocal, equal)In other words, every

entitf_is cqually being}in the sense that_each actualizei®)power in

60\“9 (immediatdf vicinityywith the first cause. The distant cause is no

m/Vf\\ Y4 more: rocks, flowers, animals, and humans equally celebrate the
3 1 glory of God in a kind of sovereign an-archy. The emanations and
X\ )50 er\\ conversions of the successive levels are replaced by the coéxis;elr €

\‘ f & a Y of m@m lmmanencc—complzmtzon and explication—
& | ;r{r'\ where God * ‘complicates each thing” while “each thing explicates”
0 ol God. The multiple is in the one which complicates it, just as the one
R the mulnple which explicates it.
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To be sure, theory will never finish reconciling these two

“Lc\\ N aspects or these two universes, and most important, subordinating
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immanence to transcendence and measuring the Being of imma-

{nencc by the Unity of transcendence. Whatever the theoretical .)3,,2

compromises, something in the proliferations of immanence tends Renna
to overtake the vertical world, to reverse it, as if the hierarchy bred Renaissonce

a pamcular anarchy, and the love of God, an internal | atheism

proper to it HCFCD flirted with cveg time. And th(Rm &\' 5 “,

I A
will tirelessly develop and extendrthis 'mma“@hlch cah M ONEA

. . X f'r‘,
be reconciled with transcendence only at the cost of threatening to o ‘9’
inundate it anew.

This seems to me the most important aspect of Maurice de
Gandill@historical research: this play of immanence and tran- Gand:\l ac
scendence, the proliferations of the Earth into _the celestial
soeence,
hicrarchies—he was responsible for bringing these themes the
attention rhey deserve. What a shame thart his greatest book, La
Philosophie de Nicolas de Cues,' is now so hard to find, not having

been reprinted. In its pages we watch a group of concepts being

born, both logical and ontological, that will characterize “modern”

philosophy through Leibniz and the German Romantics. One

such concept is the notion of Possest, which expresses_the imma-
nent_identity of GQcry andﬁ And this flirtation with

lmmancncc, this compctmon thWCCn immanence and transcen-

dence, already traverses the work of Eckhart, as well as the work
—-—— e —

of the Rhine mystics, and in another way, Petrarch’s work, too.
Moreover, Gandillac stresses that the ani_ﬂq_e;

immanence are already present in the carly stages of(neo-Platon-

(smJIn his book o one of the finest on this p;hllosopher,

Gandillac shows how Being proceeds from the One and yet
noncthelcs{complichte@qch entity in itself, at the same time that

it isCexplicatedyin each.” Immanence of the image in the mirror,

Pletinvs

< ¥. [ - V\‘S("v\\\’( 3

,-‘!-'rnv\‘lr\\ oA,
L - d'lq\ ((*‘I'C{
immanence of the tree in the seed—these two ideas are the basis [enSo\&.
i \V and
‘JV\‘YU\A“‘\O

/’l(/\’é ) '\\\ne ™Mage Doa Bioee
[*AM(-’\) \\I\c \,ﬂo_ WA ‘*\\;_ 5>en\
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4 fof an expressionist phllOSOph}i)EVCl’l in the P?e‘,ldeDepsyi &

' - : irtual place for zones of equalire
rigor of the hierarchies reserves a vi1 Pk i j;ajiy’

univocity, and anarch_y. ‘
Philosophical concepts are also(modkes of l;fe)an%
! for the one wh¢inventsyhem, or knows how tofteasek them
\v;t 4”& di

out, giving them consistency. The mode of life emblematic of

e ——

QC)(’W“? Maurice de Gandillac is precisely this ability fo_recognize the
: i i at he conveys a sense of
world ofhlerarchlfv:_s‘gt the‘s»qme time th € Co _X 2 the
of immanenc these hierarchies, which destabilizes
i ' fror . There is a ki
them more effectively than a frontal artack nd of
(Renaissance mann Gandillac. His lively sense of humor is appar-
ent in his fabric of immanence:(@mplicating)the most diverse

things and persons in the self-same tapestry, at the same time that

"E \5‘\_07, /¢ |each thing, each person,{explicates) the whole.oncc said

that the secret of feeling joyful was to ensnare as in a spider web,

however you could (there is no rule), “an old woman, a child, a
?et,\w‘ﬁ woman, and a police officer.” An(art)of living and thinking is what
Jo)( ful Gandillac has always practiced, and what he has reinvented. This
is embodied in his concrete sense o@:izndshigbj We find it also in
another one of Gandillac’s activities: he is a skillful “debater.” He

and Genevieve de Gandillac have breathed new life into the con-

ferences at Cerisy. In one conference after another, which
Gandillac organizes like successive terraces, he has inspired the
5—6\?‘54"’6 kind of debate which points out zones of immanence, like t.l:;var-
*O,Pes-\rry ious sz‘{?f ic self-same tgpgs;fy: The ;xpllcn ~(‘;'c;—rqutslti![)-tﬁiz)nrl_siof
Gandillac are brief and to the point, but they display a remarkable
wealth of content, to such an extent that they should be gathered
together in a volume. This wealth of content is often due to the

philological nature of his remarks, and here we touch on another

‘%‘\0\0\97 aspect of Gandillac’s activity: if he is steeped i philologyf_bii_n’g_ a
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Germanic scholar and translator, it is because the original thought

of an author must somehow includthe source text and the

target text, at the same time that the target text explains, in its own

way, the source text (though without any additional commentary).

Gandillgc’i translations,r most notably his Zarathustra,* may con- yjew

tinue to provoke heated debate, but the vé}y p—dgv—érr oFbis versions '“uo"')' and

implies@ new EEeory and conception of translation) which to this C'M‘Pl;; o

day Géngi_il!:a_c_ has ,QE,?F- Philosopher, historian, professor, \‘\'raK‘\J‘FOV\-

translator, friend—these pursuits are one and the same enterprise

for Gandillac.
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Two Regimes of Madness  Gilles Deleuze

People tend to confuse winning freedom with
conversion to capitalism. Bul they do not seem
to consider the state of the global capitalist
market a failure, with the harsh inequality that
conditions 1it, the populations ercluded from
the market, etc. Revolutionary situations and
attempts are born of capitalism itself and will

not soon disappear, alas. Philosophy remains

tied to a revolutionary becoming that is not to

be confused with the history of revolutions.

The texts and interviews gathered in this volume cover the
last twenty years of Gilles Deleuze’s life (1975—-1995), which
saw the publication of his major works: A4 Thousand Plateaus
(1980) Cinema I Image-Movement (1983), Cinema II: Image-
Time (1985), all leading through language, concept and art to
What 1s Philosophy? (1991). They also document Deleuze’s
increasing involvement with politics (Toni Negri, terrorism,
etc.). The texts of Two Regimes of Madness complete those
collected in Desert Islands (1953—1974). Both volumes were
conceived by the author himself to be his last. Together
they provide a prodigious entry into the work of the most
important philosopher of our time. This edition restores the

full text of the original French edition.

Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995) has published tw enty-five books,
including four in collaboration with Félix Guattari: Anti-
Oedipus, Kafka: Toward a Minor Literature, A Thousand Plateaus,
and What is Philosophy?
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